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We are facing two major climate challenges. First, to avoid the unmanageable impacts of climate change, through climate action. Secondly, to cope with unavoidable impacts of climate change, through adaptation. Germanwatch is working on equitable and efficient solutions to both.
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    Publication
02 February 2024

An Ambitious EU Climate Target for 2040: Slashing Emissions while Strengthening Energy Security
[image: An Ambitious EU Climate Target for 2040]



A fossil fuel phase-out by 2040 would increase peace and democracy while ensuring achieve-ment of the Paris targets

On 6 February, the European Commission will propose climate targets for 2040. The current Commission can thereby frame the climate policy of the upcoming years ahead of the EU elections in June. The 2040 targets will be a guiding light for the new Commission and shape the EU's worldwide perception. In this policy brief, Germanwatch is therefore calling for 'An Ambitious EU Climate Target for 2040'. 


  
        
    
      Download: An Ambitious EU Climate Target for 2040 [PDF; 130 KB]
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    Blogpost
18 December 2023

UN Climate Summit: The beginning of the end of the fossil fuel era has been heralded
[image: COP28 Logo]



First analysis of COP28 in Dubai

The UN climate summit in Dubai concluded on 13 December after a 24-hour extension. While this year’s COP28 sends a strong signal overall, this should not distract from the weaknesses contained in the final decision, which could jeopardise implementation. 
The experts at Germanwatch have conducted an initial assessment of the negotiations, including the most important decisions and events. Their findings are presented here. 

More information regarding COP28

» Weiterlesen

  

    
    Publication
15 December 2023

Africa and German Climate Foreign Policy 2024
[image: Preview Africa and the Germany Climate Foreign Policy 2024]



Implications of the 2023 Africa Climate Summit

The first Africa Climate Summit in September 2023 marked a milestone in global climate politics. African countries made clear that they want to actively shape the global climate debate to seize the opportunities of the green transformation and shake the perception of being mere victims of the climate crisis. In this briefing, we highlight the three main topics of the Summit – finance, renewable energy, and resilience – and offer recommendations for German climate foreign policy with regard to African countries in 2024 as the German government is revising its Africa Policy Guidelines.




  
        
    
      Download: Africa and German Climate Foreign Policy 2024 [PDF;  170 KB]
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    Press Release
08 December 2023

Despite boom in renewables: world no closer to Paris climate goals until fossil fuels decline drastically
[image: Pressemitteilung]



For the 19th time in a row, Germanwatch, NewClimate Institute, and CAN International publish the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). Climate policies stagnated in many countries since last year / Denmark, Estonia and Philippines on top of the CCPI / Oil-producing countries, including COP host United Arab Emirates, rank at the bottom / Brazil and Vietnam among the best climbers – Italy and the UK falling behind / World’s biggest emitters: No change in ranking for China, US still at the bottom

Today, Germanwatch, NewClimate Institute, and CAN International published the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2024. It monitors the climate mitigation progress of 63 countries and the European Union, together responsible for more than 90% of global emissions. In recent years, governments around the world have increasingly placed climate action on their agenda, and renewable energy is booming in many countries. However, this still is not enough. The race against time continues: global emissions must nearly halve by 2030, and reducing the use of fossil fuels should account for most of that.



Climate Change Performance Index 2024: All results
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Climate policy in a polarised world
[image: Climat policy in a globalised world]



Expectations for COP28 Outcomes in Dubai

We take a look at the geopolitical situation providing the frame for the UN climate talks COP28 in Dubai and identify the most important topics for the negotiations. We also outline what we expect COP28 to deliver, in terms of decisions that mitigate climate change, build resilience and provide finance for the people who need it.




  
        
    
      Download: Climate policy in a globalised world [PDF; 630 KB]
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24 November 2023

8 years of climate lawsuit against RWE 
[image: Kleinbauer Saúl Luciano Lliuya ]



Today, eight years ago, the Peruvian mountain guide and small farmer Saúl Luciano Lliuya filed his civil lawsuit against RWE at the regional court in Essen in Germany. What began back then has now become one of the world's most recognised precedents for the question of whether individual major emitters must pay for protection against climate risks.



Donations for the climate case
Take action: Global neighbourhood in the climate crisis
More information about the climate case

» Weiterlesen

  

    
    Publication
13 November 2023

ExCom Meeting #19
[image: ExCom Meeting #19]



Report on the 19th meeting of the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism on Loss and Damage 



The ExCom #19 took place in anticipation of the fourth meeting of the Transitional Committee, a body providing recommendations for the Loss and Damage Fund established at COP27. This report focuses on the collaboration of ExCom and the Adaption Fund, as insights from existing funds are crucial for the design of the Loss and Damage Fund.
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    Blogpost
02 November 2023

Why the success of COP28 depends on the fund for loss and damage
[image: UN Headquarters Geneva]



The climate crisis continues to intensify worldwide. However, the main culprits of the climate crisis have so far shown a lack of financial support for dealing with loss and damage. The decision to set up a loss and damage fund at COP27 was a historic milestone after several developed countries had blocked it for many years. At COP28 in Dubai, the fund must now be made operable and filled adequately.



Climate.Table article
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02 November 2023

The world loses a great champion of climate justice 
[image: Saleemul Huq]



In memory of Prof. Dr Saleemul Huq

We at Germanwatch are grateful to Saleemul for the initiatives and memories we shared, learning from each other and him, and his commitment to a more climate-friendly world. The memory of him will give us additional energy to stand up for the concerns of those particularly affected by climate change, even in times of multiple geopolitical crises, and to advocate for key building blocks of climate justice such as Loss and Damage and the 1.5°C limit. Thank you, Saleem!
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    Blogpost
26 October 2023

Germany's new export credit guidelines to boost clean energy investment
[image: Hafenkräne im Halbdunkeln]



Germany’s Ministry for Economic Affairs has announced new climate related sector guidelines for export credit guarantees and investment guarantees that would prevent support for almost all new fossil fuel projects from 1 November onwards. A limited number of gas projects may still receive support if they fulfil national security requirements or prove they can aid short term supply shortages, which is unlikely to be the case.
Third countries are concerned about the potential drop in investment; this should be addressed by investing the billions now saved from servicing fossil fuel projects in clean energy instead.
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Observing, Analysing, Acting.

For Global Equity and the Preservation of Livelihoods.






    

  







  

      
    
      
Stay in touch with Germanwatch and follow our work. Subscribe to our newsletter Germanwatch°Kompakt (German)
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DONATION ACCOUNT: DE33 1002 0500 0003 2123 00 | Bank für Sozialwirtschaft AG
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